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President Reopens Deans' Case
Committee Begins Study Of
Letendre, Ryan Removal
By Edward Mirek

Dr. Joseph Meier addresses students and faculty in the gymnasium.

Fr. Georges Bissonnette, president of the college, told a special session of the
acuity senate Tuesday that he was "willing to reopen the question" of the restructur
ing of the academic dean's office announced last week. A special five-man faculty
committee has been appointed to work with Fr. Georges and other administrators in
re-examining the case.

President Bissonnette made his announcement after Joseph Meier of the Psychology and Edu
cation Department introduced a motion calling for a re-examination of the issue by both faculty and
administrators. The motion provided for the five-man committee to report all the facts and report
resolutions covering the case at a special senate meeting next week (for the complete text of the
motion, see page 3, col. 4).
The faculty overwhelmingly approved the motion (58-0-4) and newly-elected senate president John
Dufault appointed the committee
The response of Assumption students to the decision before the meeting closed
According to a statement re
to remove Deans Ryan and Letendre from their posts is
leased by President Bissonnette
the first example of large-scale student reaction here to last week, Deans Donald Le
policy decisions made by the administration.
tendre and Paul Ryan were being
By Charles Zaremba
When news of the restructuring of the Academic Deans office "invited" to return to faculty po
bar into a Student Union is likely
F a t h e r A l e x i s B a b i n e a u , c o  to be delayed by a serious lack of
first reached the students on May 6th, signs were placed on various sitions in order to permit the
ordinator of campus development, co-ordination between the Stu
bulletin boards around campus asking, "Why are Deans Ryan and r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f t h e A c a d e m i c
stated in an informal interview dent Government, the administra
Letendre leaving their posts next year? Faculty and students want Dean's office necessitated by the
addition of a woman academic
the truth for a change!"
late Tuesday that the S.G.A. pro tion, and Mr. Arnold Budish,
posal to renovate Zipp's snack manager of Zipp's.
These signs were removed on the morning of May 7th, and dean for next year.
With the help of many of
by 10 A.M. of the same day a statement addressed "To whom it
Fr. Alexis stated that none of
may concern" and authored by Fr. Bissonnette appeared where the you, Meier told the assembly,
the three parties involved with
"and encouraged by many stu
student signs had been.
the project committee themselves
Student response to Fr. Bissonnette's letter was immediate. On dents, I am glad to find myself
definitely to the sum they would
Wednesday a student statement was prepared, and by Thursday, in a position to ask that we try
invest to build a new Student
May 8th, this statement was signed by fourteen students and re again, this time bringing to bear
Union.
leased. It began by protesting "the manner in which the admin the collective judgement of a con
He also said that the plan
istration . . . has handled the removal of two Deans
The cerned faculty."
NASA astronaut Col. Edwin E. proposed by the Student Gov
statement went on to call the
(Continued on pg. 5 col. 2
Aldrin Jr., who is scheduled to ernment (see page 5) would have
behavior of the administration
land on the moon during the to be drastically changed due to a
in this matter "a type of pa
Apollo 11 mission in July, will lack of bookkeeping on the part
ternalism."
receive an honorary degree at of the S.G.A. As an example,
In response to growing reac
dedication ceremonies for the $5.4 Fr. Alexis pointed out that the
tion among both students and
million Robert Hutchings God- proposed furniture in the Stu
faculty, the S.G.A. scheduled a
dard Library on May 19 at Clark dent Union would cost at least
special meeting on Thursday
$5,000, which is half of the pro
University.
evening to discuss possible stu
Aldrin, who is the son of a posed $100,000 figure which the
dent action.
More than 400
Clark alumnus, will receive an S.G.A. had estimated for the prostudents gathered to hear Joseph
honorary doctor of science degree ject.
Meier, Associate Professor of Edu
Fr. Babineau also stated that
during the dedicatory convoca
cation, John Burke of the English
tion scheduled to begin at 9:30 the dorm policy of past years
department, and Brian Lillis,
a.m. on the greensward at the (apparently parietal hours) was
S.G.A. President speak on the
center of the university campus. not in harmony with the proposal
Students "line the halls of Kennedy building" as they wait for the
matter.
The astronaut's father, Col. Ed submitted for the new Student
Meier stated that his "worry Faculty's decision on the Meier resolution.
win E. Aldrin, USAF, Retired, Union.
as a faculty member is that by
(Continued pg. 3 col. 1)
Tuesday (the day of the sched
uled Faculty Senate meeting)
everything will have blown
Some 25 teenagers from the
over . . ." But he added that
number of grants reduced from
On May 1st, the Institute of
35 and to candidates who have
Massachusetts Assn. forthe Blind
"for the first time since I have
825 to approximately 275, it is
International Education officially
not had prior opportunity for
were the guests of the Assump
been here there seems to be broad
expected that there will be at
opened its competition for grants
extended study or residence
tion College Student Government
support from all factions" on a
least this number of awards avail
for graduate study or research
abroad, with the exception of
Assn. on April 27 for an afternoon
matter of extreme interest to all.
able for 1970-71. No definite in
abroad, and for professional train
those who have served in the
field
day.
Burke stated that it was "most
formation on quotas has yet been
armed forces.
ing in the creative and perform
The program, initiated and or
striking" that so many concerned
received.
ing arts during the academicyear
Creative and performing artists
ganized by sophomore Frank Mcpeople gathered together to face a
Candidates who wish to apply
1970-71.
will not be required to have a
Nulty, consisted of a rope-pull,
problem on campus.
for an award must be U.S. citizens
bachelor's degree, but they must
The purpose of the grants is to
a
sing-along, and a tour of the
S.G.A. President Brian Lillis
at the time of application, have a
increase mutual understanding
have four years of professional
campus. Fifteen Assumption stu
said that Fr. Bissonnette's gen
bachelor's degree or its equivalent
between the people of the U.S.
study or equivalent experience.
dents took part in the activities.
eral policy was one that went
before the beginning date of the
and other countries through the
Applicants in social work must
McNulty, a former S.G.A.
from "high and promising talk
grant and, in most cases, be
exchange of persons, knowledge
have at least two years of pro
senator,
commented that the field
to action that is not so high- and skills.
proficient in the language of the
fessional experience after the
day "not only provided a mean
sounding and promising." Lillis
host country. Selections will be
Master of Social Work degree.
HE annually conducts the com
ingful social experience for the
added that "we are now looking
made on the basis of academic
petition for U.S. Government
Applicants in the field of medi
teenagers involved, but also gave
down the barrel of an arbitrary
and/or professional record, the
cine must have an M.D. at the
Awards under the Fulbright-Hays
the
volunteers some understand
power cannon." Lillis called for
feasibility of the applicant's pro
time of application.
Act and the competition for grants
ing of the problems that blind
student support of Dr. Meier's
posed study plan, language
offered by various foreign govern
Two types of grants will be
people face." He also stated
proposal to the Faculty Senate
preparation
and personal qual
available through HE under the
ments, universities, and private
that the activity provided "a
which would set up a committee
ifications.
donors. Although U.S. Govern
Fulbright-Hays Act: U.S. Gov0°vern"
healthy contact between the out
to study
the removal of the two mpnt
t,
1
Preference is given to appli
ment funding for the past year
side community and the Assump
(Continued pg. 5 col. 1)
cants between the ages of 20 and
(Continued pg. 5 Col. 1)
was severely cut and the total
tion student body."

Ry;an, Letendre Case
Stirs Student Protest

Father Alexis Predicts
Student Union Delay

Astronaut
To Receive
Clark Degree

275 Fulbright Grants Available

Field Day Held
For Blind Teens
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Student Action Forces
Review of Deans' Case
Fr. Bissonnette's recent decision to remove Deans Ryan
and Letendre from their positions as Associate Academic
Deans points not only to a credibility gap between Fr.
Georges' actions and his words, but also to remarkably
poor administrative action.
Before becoming President, Fr. Georges worked closely
with both Deans in his position as Academic Dean of the
college. To remove his two "close colleagues'' from office
less than a year after he assumed the Presidency is a ques
tionable, impulsive act; to remove these two men from of
fice with only two months notice is inexcusable.
Fortunately Fr. Georges is willing once again to re
consider one of his decisions. There can be no doubt,
however, that students played a substantial role in both
bringing the situation out into the open and convincing the
President to reopen the case. Their silent but strong
presence at both the S.G.A. assembly and the Faculty
Senate meeting must have made the President think over
carefully the consequences of not reopening the Deans'
case.
The issue at hand is more than the futures of two
highly-respected administrators. As one faculty member
phrased it, "Oh, I think Fr. Georges may change his mind.
He's changed it so often in the past he may as well change
it again.
I just wonder where we'll be when he stops
changing his mind."

Lillis and "Paternalism- "
When S.G.A. President Brian Lillis spoke of collective
student power during his nomination speech, many ob
servers were skeptical to say the least. Assumption, it
seemed, was years away from any formidable co-operation
among students. To gather a large percentage of the stu
dent body together for any purpose, save a basketball game
or Parents' Weekend, was next to impossible.
But on May 8th, Lillis' dream for student power was
realized. More than four hundred Assumption students met
in the gym:'to question the rerfiaval of Deans Ryan and
Letendre from the Office of the Academic Dean.
Despite this encouraging turnout, the rally itself was
poorly organized. Speakers were not sufficiently informed
of the program - Dr. Joseph Meier's late arrival delayed
the speeches considerably, and Crown and Shield Chair
man Ron Biron arrived well after the meeting had ended.
But Lillis' most serious mistake was his failure to in
form the students of the situation. While calling for an end
to "paternalism" on the part of the administration, Lillis
asked the uninformed student body to trust his personal
judgement and support Meier's proposal to the Faculty
Senate - an action which can only be labelled "paternal"
in itself.
Xhe S.G.A.'s failure to communicate with the student
body was not intentional, as evidenced by the "fact" and
"position" papers that were distributed the following day.
But the situation sheds light on not only the lack of or
ganization in the S.G.A. but also the attitude of Assumption
students toward student power. Gathered together for the
first time as a serious political body, the students seemed
far too willing to accept the dictates of one man - a prob
lem that Lillis himself must realize in his battle against
"arbitrary power" and "paternalism" on campus.
PROVOCATEUR

THE FORUM

To the Editor:
Any evaluation of our Academic Calendar should take
into account the following facts:
1)The Assumption College transcript explains its
Credit column as follows: "Credit hr. - 1 class
per week, per semester; length of semester 16
wks. - period duration 50 minutes lec. or 120
minutes lab." Hence, according to official pol
icy as printed on the college transcript, a 3credit course should meet for three 50 minute
periods a week — for 16 weeks per semester.
2) The American Chemical Society sets minimum
standards to establish the validity of chemistry
courses in colleges and universities. For exam
ple, according to their pamphlet, "The lecture
work in courses in Organic Chemistry, Physical
Chemistry, and Inorganic Chemistry should in
volve substantially the equivalent of three 50minute class periods per week for each semes
ter of 15 weeks. For courses listed under Analy
tical Chemistry and for Advanced courses sub
stantially the equivalent of two 50-minute class
periods per week for a semester of 15 weeks is
a minimum requirement." Hence, to meet their
minimum requirement, lectures in Chemistry
courses should extend for three 50-minute per
iods per week for 15 weeks.
Please note that in both of the above the reference is
exclusively to class-periods.
Donald H. Letendre
Chairman
Academic Calendar Committee

To the Editor The Committee on the Military and Education
wishes to express its thanks to all those in the As
sumption College community who helped make our
two days of discussion a meaningful examination of
the militarization of higher education. Special thanks
go to the departments of history and sociology, Communitas and Larry Riordan for financial contribu
tions. Thank? also to the Draft Information Service,
especially Mrs. Annabel Wolfson, Mr. and Mrs. Wil

liam Barry & Terry Dix for providing literature an
draft counseling. Special thanks to Bill Wojciecho*
ski for making the coffee house available to u
The Committee greatly appreciated those facult
and students who participated in the classroom di
cussions of the issues. We were gratified that ne;
400 students attended viewings of the films, pare
discussions and Monday evening's lecture.
But over and above these contributions, th
committee is especially obligated to the administia
tion for its real and continued concern for the in
pact of the two days discussion. Special thanks ai
due to Dean Moore and Mr. Rudio who arrange
the simultaneous film showings and carpentry woi
in the auditorium in the Assumption tradition:
maximum ulitilization of the physical plant. Agaii
Mr. Rudio must be thanked for his overriding cot
cern for the preservation of the furniture in the Si
Ion - given the "types" such discussions encourage:
to come on campus - and for revealing to us our ok
ligation to replace any damaged property of the col
lege.
Yet, again Mr. Rudio must be thanked for his «
fer of increased police protection for the Mondat
evening lecture. The Eagle guard who so carefull
ticketed all the cars in the drive to and from tin
Maison on Monday evening (a first for Assumption:
must also be thanked for his careful adherence to tli
law.
Because of this response and the overwhelmin
endorsement of the academic community, the core
mittee plans to continue its on-campus program c
political education on such crucial issues through
out the summer and into the fall.
Committee on the Military in Educatio

TO THE EDITOR:
I should like to let it be known to the student
that I admire the manner in which they and the:
officers reacted to the case concerning the restrue
turing of the Dean's office.
(signs
Joseph Meii

Potpourri

Mkcut Goa. . .
congratulations seniors, i have just learned from the
registrar's office that your marks are adequate for
graduation which makes you eligible for the $25.00
graduation fee ... hank rudio ...thank you hank! ...
instead of harrassment from students over the mil
itary conference, it came from the administration
in the form of rudy "red" rudio ... after promising
the maison to the conference, he sent in carpenters
to work on the stage that day and told the confer
ence to move across to the salon ... if damage was
done to the "valuable" furniture in the salon, the
conference would have to pay for it .... ok hank,
what about all those crummy summer courses that
are held in the salon with individuals bringing in
coffee and other goodies ... have you overlooked the
stains and marks they make ... or do you sit in your
office surreptitously, superciliously smiling over the
money they bring in from tuition and room and
board ... you're ok hank ... will there be Saturday
morning classes next year because of lack of space
... i won't sign the statement against the abm sys
tem because i don't like the people involved with
it ... good reasoning, fr. meiklejohn ... as usual you
manage to worm your way out with a lame excuse
...will there be an extra $10 social tax next year...
begley says he doesn't give a damn about sex ...
and chris begins to live it up ... and did you know
that harrington way junior high school "has 23 exits
and they all lead out," according to george laska...
and i always thought they led in...what will fr. mei
klejohn do next year...rumor has it that the love taps
exchanged by vi and larry dilorenzo in the forms of
water and cupcakes are for real ... fr. fortin moon
lights to laval every spring ... hope the revenue boys
don't catch him ... but what's this about esthetics
... the moderns as heeel. kant. and croce are not
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face might come shining through ... and for any:
who became excited over the special issue of I
provocateur which the crown and shield put foil
i have it straight from the horse's mouth (ed.)
any group which makes a reasonable study in
best interests of the college will be given a frill j
to express their views at no cost to them ... so
up to you surf club, football club, or ethnic gro
to make responsible studies and have them publi
ed ... will public relation's stories all come thra
as human interest pieces now ... as firecrackers
plode in front of fr. meiklejohn's door ... it must
that bunch of hippies, the sds, working to disn
the campus ... notice the congratulatory citationfr
west point to fr. georges ... can anyone doubt
there might be a connection between the army
the college ... rumor thought it was the army
rupting the campuses through the sds (actually
with their war games ... go play your domino th
ries elsewhere ... children ... that man over there
cal branche...he tries harder...but so did
georges ... as one notices pound for pound, the r„
has more excess flesh running over in bathing be:
ties since the weather turned ... and who is pie
... it's not a dog ... presenting a very good commi
ity art exhibition ... but where was the commun
during the hours they had invited the public ... i
where to be seen ... but as soon as dinner was oi
and no one else was at the exhibit, the flock of pi
guins waddled down and had their own privi
viewing ... excellent public relations with the oi
side community ... will the crown and shield recei
another $72.00 for wine next year ... it's great if y
can get it ... and cris giza has it, the sweetest sm
on any campus ... how will co-education work o
or the bedrooms on the hill ... will the provocate
have a new office ... to these and countless otl
questions, tune in, same space, different time ai
channel next year as i officially disintegrate, li
the bluff ... peace.
S.F.S.

I

May 15, 1969

Page 3

Fr. Georges Innaugurated
Hopeful for the Future
Assumption students, faculty, administrators and alumni joined the Board of
Trustees and representatives from many other American colleges and universities on
May 6th to celebrate the inauguration of Fr. Georges Bissonnette, A.A. as the 12th
President of Assumption College.
Father Bissonnette is the first Assumption president to be elected by a lay-cleric
board of trustees. Made up of 12 laymen and six Assumptionist priests, the board
chose Fr. Bissonnette to succeed Fr. Louis Dion as President of the college last
October.
Although afternoon classes were cancelled because of the occasion, only about
60 Assumption students attended the Inauguration ceremony.
Addressing the gathering on
what he called "the proudest day
of my life, " Father Georges stated
that he believed the hope for the
future lies with the small, liberal
arts, church-affiliated college,
and not with the larger colleges
or universities. More specifically,
he stated, "I believe that the
formula which has evolved on As
sumption's campus over the last
sixty-five years is well adapted to
the cluster of problems which is
keeping the academic pot boil
ing in our days."
Student Government President
Brian V. Lillis addressed the
gathering and congratulated Fr.
Georges on his inauguration. He
warned, however, that "the ad
ministration cannot, on the one
hand, maintain the blinders of
paternalism and misappropriated
parochialism,
nor c a n it be
liberal in bad faith saying t h a t
absolutely everything is ac
ceptable."
Lillis went on to say that "it
is foolish to think that one can
have a situation in which every
thing must be agreed upon, where
some one faction assumes that it
holds the truth and must be ad
hered to, and then strive for or
claim to have an academic com
munity. This is the community
of desert plants and grave yards.
We all have the responsibility to
strive for something more than
that."
Following a reception at the
Maison Francais, the Board of
Trustees met for the first time
with the members of the Crown
and Shield Society. The main
topics of discussion were the re
ports of the Crown and Shield
committees which investigated
committees on campus, admis
sions procedure, alumni relations,
and the faculty-student relation
ship at Assumption.
(Note: See page 4 for the com
plete texts of the speeches of Mr.
Lillis and Fr. Bissonnette.)

Fr. Georges is presented the charter of the college during the In
auguration ceremony.

Epistles To
Americans ...
(Cont. from p. 6)
treat, in Goodman's description,
"whose guru, monk, or therapist
has the right soul to liberate the
right disciples. But of course,
every such religious culture is em
bedded in its civilization, believe
its myths, conforms to its social
structure, and partly has to be de
fined as an escape from its troub
les. Such monlast places by-pass
the objective tools and institu
tions of society and civilization,
in order to attain holiness, beati
tude, or wisdom as directly as
possible."
Since local gurus regard speci
fic subjects as the quickest short
cut to "wisdom," administrators
consistently prescribe said cours
es for everyone. This plan works
for a certain kind of student, gen
erally confirming him in his own
ignorance; if he goes on to grad
uate school at a place that em
braces the same cult, he is prob
ably prepared to live completely
out of it for years.
The verbal wisdom of these
young and old men is immense,
usually employed to rationalize
themselves out of any kind of in
itiative — among local tribe mem-

Clark Honors Astronaut
(Continued from page 1)

graduated from Clark in 1915.
He had studied physics under
Dr. Robert H. Goddard, who
served as a member of the uni
versity's faculty for 29 years.
Aldrin, who set a record for
"space walking" during his 1966
Gemini 12 mission, is scheduled
to be one of the first two Ameri
cans to set foot on the surface
of the moon. He and fellow
crewman Neil A. Armstrong are
scheduled to attempt a lunar land
ing while the third member of the
Apollo 11 crew, Col. Michael Col
lins, pilots the spacecraft inlunai
orbit. The moon landing will be
a climax to both the nation's space
effort and Dr. Goddard's own

pioneering dream of interplane
tary travel.
The astronaut holds a doctor
of science in astronautics degree
from MIT where his thesis con
cerned manned orbital rendevous.
He received a bachelor of science
degree from the U.S. Military
Academy.
A native of Montclair, N.J., Aldrin is married and
the father of three children.
U.S. Sen. Edward M. Kennedy,
D-Mass., will be the principal
speaker during the dedicatory
convocation, and will receive an
honorary doctor of laws degree.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony will
follow at the front entrance to
the new library. The ceremonies
will be open to the public.

bers this double talk usually dis
"" as an ambiguous and
guises itself
timid virtue called "prudence."
The prudent thing turns out to be
the thing that the tribe approves
of anyway, the one that individ
ual chiefs do in their own tent
(classroom), and the boring con
formity goes on. One might say
of the community that the more
education it gets, the less it can
do.
The social life is confined. The
absence of women becomes an ob
stacle to pleasures physical as well
as intellectual; there is temporar
ily lessening of tension through
heavy drinking (in this the young
learn quickly from their elders
whose gossip under drink is rath
er interesting: it becomes a sub
stitute for work and direct con
frontation with those on campus
or off campus who might remedy
the prevailing undersirable con
ditions: bad administration, in
sufficient funds, lack of profes
sional advice, needed rest from
heavy teaching assignments over
a long period of time, etc., etc.,
etc.,)
IV
Yet with all these difficulties,
the seven hundred young men
show their elders surprising re
spect and affection. They general
ly ignore, quite rightly, most of
what the older men tell them (af
ter graduation their attitude may
even become quite hostile). Al
though the graduate's undevelop
ed talent is usually marketable economically, the youth could
probably have learned more that
was useful to him somewhere else.
These young men are from the
upper middle class so they will
probably do well in spite of their
education, financially; but they
won't act as an educated "elite"
that has any effect in humaniz
ing the world they live in. They
should have been cut loose much
earlier, encouraged to demand

Dr. Meier's Resolution
as Passed
Faculty b
Whereas the Statement on
Government of Colleges and
Universities, endorsed by the
American Council of Educa
tion, by the Association of Gov
erning Boards of Universities
and Colleges and by the Ameri
can Association of University
Professors (as published in the
AAUP Bull., Winter, 1966)
states:
"The selection of academic
deans and other chief academic
officers should be the respon
sibility of the president with the
advice of and in consultation
with the appropriate faculty
(ital. added)" and
W h e r e a s President Bisson
nette, on several occasions in
addressing the faculty, most re
cently on April 29, "stressed
the need for Campus Team
work among Faculty, Students
and Administration" (Minutes
of the Academic Senate Meet
ing, April 29) and
Whereas the President him
self in his Inaugural Address
of May 6, cautioned against the
predominance of the education
al administrator over the edu
cator, while praising "an ad
ministration and staff which
look upon themselves as the
means whereby the students
and faculty are liberated from
the cares which would distract
them from the pursuit of truth,"

and
Whereas the President, ac
cording to his own statement of
May 7, nevertheless reached his
decision to restructure the Aca
demic Dean's office, of great
consequence to the faculty, in
discussion with Fr. Fortin and
Dr. Remick in their capacity as
administrators, and without so
liciting the advice of, or con
sulting with the faculty, and
Whereas a majority of faculty
duly assembled, sharing the
President's esteem and respect
for Dean Letendre and Dean
Ryan, harbor doubt as to the
wisdom and the propriety of
their removal from office; there
fore
RESOLVED, That the Presi
dent be asked to reopen the
case at issue so as to allow the
faculty, preferably in a joint
effort with appropriate admin
istrative officers, to come to a
conclusion on the matter at
hand.
RESOLVED, That this matter
be referred to a committee of
five, to be appointed by the
chair, with instructions to re
port fully all the facts and to
report resolutions properly
covering the case at a special
meeting to be convened during
the week of May 18th.
May 13, 1969 (signed) J. Meier

•*^11j

Student Government President Brian Lillis leads the last mem
bers of the academic procession to the gym.
what they want and to identify
their own needs before they for
got what they were. Surely in
channelling their energies toward
what they most desired and lov
ed, they would now choose life
rather than death, beauty rather
than ugliness, happiness rather
than boredom, human values ra
ther than economic values, mutual
aid rather than stifling and di
visive competition, individual and
even eccentric humanity rather
than role playing and sickening
conformity, as their elders do. In
contrast to the present situation,
their thought, their intellect
should be encouraged to work on
things immediate and to change
them if they need changing; but
there is no one to teach them what
to think about, really, and thus
not a few, with nothing to think
about, major (as the Handbook
says) in philosophy, where think
ing about nothing has gained a cer
tain respectability over the cen
turies: a cell where generalizing
about events that happened years
ago can entertain minds that have
no interest in the present.
The present is what I am inter
ested in and what I wish the col

lege community locally and at
large were interested in for the
present and for our future's sake.
"The student must learn that
the intellectual virtues are active
virtues." The only catch being, of
course, that the people who teach
him must practice these virtues
and must believe, first of all, that
they were meant to be practiced.
Would you agree that there is lit
tle danger that the student will
get this idea, this example, in the
contemporary academic environ
ment? One can hope only that he
will learn it somewhere else, may
be from his own contemporaries
or his reading, in his adventures
in the city, or abroad — anywhere
before his ability to learn, to edu
cate himself has been destroyed
completely.
That is what The Community
of Scholars is about, in Paul
Goodman's letters on the Ameri
can academy. I have simply re
phrased it and fleshed it out a
bit, in this review. For the par
tially deaf, as Flannery O'Connor
says, you shout; for the blind,
you draw large and startling fig
ures.

1
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Bissonnette... Searching Out Assumption's Future

Fr. Georges Bissonnette
The day of the small, liberal
arts, church-affiliated college may
be dawning again. For many
generations - in fact, until the full
impact of the Morrill Act was
felt - American higher education
was synonymous with small,
liberal arts, church-affiliated col
leges. The torch of significant
innovations and pace-setting de
partures then seemed to fall into
the hands of the large public and
private institutions. Although it
is too early yet to draw any firm
conclusions from the recent dis
orders which have disrupted the
major campuses in the United
States, it seems already clear
that many of the problems or
iginate outside the academic com
munity and affect the college or
university more in its quality of
large landholders, major employer
or political constituency of im
portance than as an academic
institution. Some problems, on
the other hand, are traceable to
strains between and among the
students, faculty and administra
tion, but a common denominator
in the studies made on the stormtossed campuses seems to be size,
and all it implies in the way of
depersonalization of the student
and professor, with the accom
panying predominance of the edu
cational administrator over the
educator. Without pushing this
line of thought any further, there

seems to be enough evidence al
tion's campus over the last sixtyready to say that smallness is an
five years is well adapted to the
advantage today. So chalk up
cluster of problems which is keep
one point for the small college.
ing the academic pot boiling in
A cry which wells up from
our days.
many ofthe great campuses across
From the beginning, Assump
the land concerns the seeming
tion College had a strong interest
purposelessness of education. To
in international affairs. The
day's students refuse to accept the
founders of the college came from
picture of the university-super
France, Belgium and Chile. They
market, where they are turned
never forgot they were teaching
loose before all the academic
in America, but they also passed
goodies and told to "help them
on to their students an aware
selves." They insist on sharing
ness of intellectual, political and
with their professors the vision
spiritual movements happening
which has led them to dedicate
outside the United States. It
their lives to the pursuit of truth
has, therefore, been relatively
and wisdom. The liberal arts
easy to develop at Assumption
tradition has always been the
programs in foreign languages,
embodiment of these very traits.
non-western cultures, develop
So chalk up a second point for
ment economics and comparative
the small, liberal arts college.
politics.
The original, church-affiliated
From the beginning too, As
colleges, with their strong sec sumption College has had a
tarian character, would not fit healthy tension in its faculty and
in very well with the ecumenical administration and, to some de
wave which is sweeping the world gree in its students, between an
in the closing third of the understandable respect for tra
twentieth century. On the other dition and a rare tolerance of
hand, no institution of higher novelty. That's a weak phase;
learning other than a church- I should have said a healthy will
affiliated college, which is truly ingness to face up to contem
and unequivocally ecumenical, porary problems. This trait was
may today be in a position to de bequeathed to the Assumptionist
velop the religious dimension of Fathers by their founder, Father
education. So chalk up a third Emmanuel d'Alzon, who believed
point for the small, liberal arts, that higher education should be a
church-affiliated college.
joint endeavor of the lay and
Please bear with me, if you clerical elements of society. As
notice that my pride is showing. sumption College has always held
I have been to so many inaug to this ideal of partnership. If
urals of small college presidents the balance has now and then
and been treated there to a long tipped in favor of one element,
lament on the theme of the in that was a temporary aberration
adequacy of means, size, and and insofar as I can, I mean to
variety, that I promised I would maintain the balance desired by
do something about it, should the Father d'Alzon, by seeing to it
occasion ever present itself.
that competence and dedication
I believe the future is with the alone are weighed in making ap
small, liberal arts, church-affili pointments and recommending
ated college.
I believe more promotions.
particularly that the formula
A l o n g with the lay-clerical
which has evolved on Assump ideal, which led to the composi

tion of Assumption's Board of
Trustees, Father d'Alzon left to
his spiritual children a desire for
an ecumenical understanding of
religion which struck many as
strange in the nineteenth century,
but which has made it natural
for Assumption College to found
the world's first ecumenical in
stitute and to raise many eye
brows by electing a protestant
minister as vice-president to stand
at the side of its first elected presi
dent. The attitude represented
by that tradition, I mean to main
tain and develop because I see in
it the only valid counterforce to
the despondent indifferentism
which is short-circuiting so much
of the youthful enthusiasm which
students need to take on the
burdens which we are piling up
for them.
Finally, I come to what makes
Assumption's alumni the devoted
and faithful group whose sup
port for their alma mater has
never wavered. This is another
idea left by Father d'Alzon to
his spiritual children and it is
simply that higher education is
a process of fulfillment of the
whole person - intellect, body
and spirit. Genial feats of ec
onomic management have been
accomplished by preceding presi
dents of Assumption College to be
sure that our meager resources
would be stretched to include bet
ter than adequate attention to
sports and physical exercise.
Equally ingenious arrangements
were made to provide spiritual
guidance for the students in their
religious striving and in their
extra-curricular activities without
falling into a stifling paternalism.
It is this last trait which led the
Board of Trustees to add a cocordinate college of women to
Assumption College for men, to
put an end to a sixty-five year
period of discrimination against

the better half of humanity.
No one man can embody such
a rich tradition. I am afraid that
very few academic communities
could hope to do so in the atmo
sphere which pervades the last
third of the twentieth century.
If there is one spot on the globe
where that is possible, I believe
it is here. No good thing is easy
and we are striving for a great
thing; the development of aca
demic community, fully centered
on the educational experience of
the students-graduate and under
graduate, day and evening - with
a faculty which considers its con
tinued professional growth and
development as a must in dis
charging its duties to the stu
dents and an administration and
staff which look upon themselves
as the means whereby the stu
dents and faculty are liberated
from the cares which would dis
tract them from the pursuit of
truth and wisdom. Such ab
negation is rare in an affluent
society, but I believe there are
still enough such men and women
around to make this dream a
reality. I consider it my duty
to find them, to bring them to
Assumption, then to share with
them the vision that is mine to
day.
By now, you know that this is
the proudest day of my life. I
am the heir of a proud tradition
which has shown its merits for
sixty-five years and it seems that
the problems of higher education
in this last third of the twentieth
century make the individual parts
of this tradition more than ever
relevant. Please join me in ask
ing God, along with my colleagues
in his ministry, who surround me
on this stage today, for the vision,
the courage and the humility to
do his will as it is being realized
and through Assumptiqn College.
Thank you.

Lillis ...

Student Power to Articulate that Future
At this time it seems fitting that
I should address my thoughts to
the problem of academic commun
ity. We are witnessing the physi
cal expansion of this campus. In
this process we notice two things;
First, before the new buildings
could be built the existing physi
cal ground had to be reshapen,
and in some degree removed. Im
provement, expansion, creation,
cannot take place without a prior
redefinition or removal of physi
cal boundries. In short, there is
an element of destruction that is
necessary prior to an act of creat
ing. One cannot construct build
ings on tree tops.
This statement takes on a much
more crucial air when one con
siders the fact that physical
change and expansion demands
of us a physical change. We can
no longer think of Assumption
College in exactly the same
terms as before. Physical ex
pansion is a catalyst for phychical expansion. We are no long
er a small quiet liberal arts Col
lege. We are growing. We must
assume an expanded conscious
ness of ourselves. The old blind
ers can no longer hold us to a

narrow tunnel of vision.
It seems then that the entire
academic community is being
challenged to take on a new set
of eyes. A pair of eyes that al
lows us to maintain an equilibr
ium between an expanded physi
cal dimension and an expanded
psychical dimension. Just as the
trees and rock were physical deterents to the building of the new
dorms, blinders can be deterents
to the growth of the new ideas
that we must form about our
selves as an academic commun
ity. At once the faculty and the
students are challenged to throw
off old and worn misconceptions
of one another and their relation
ship in the educational process.
The Administration is challenged
to throw off its blinders of a some
times misappropriated parochial
ism. If these changes of perspec
tive in our own minds cannot
be accomplished then we have
not reaped the full benefit of the
physical expansion of the cam
pus. We have refused to see what
lies behind it.
It seems also fitting at this time
to remind those involved in the
functioning of the educational pro

cess that students today have a
much wider scope than their par
ent's generation or even the stu
dent generation of the 50's. As
the world grows smaller, the eyes
grow larger. Due to world condi
tions the college student today
is forced to undergo a tremen
dous change in basic attitude
once he has been set free to think
and form concepts on his own.
For the next five years at least
students at Assumption College
will then be going through a
compounded change. In this con
text the notion of student pow
er becomes all important. Knowl
edge is power. Student power
follows from the experiental
knowledge of the process of edu
cation at any given time. As such
this type of knowledge depends on
the situation and only the student
xperiences that particular situa
tion. Only the student has access
to this type of knowledge. Social,
governmental, and personal con
ditions change. The student is
forced to adapt his education to
meet those changes. He alone is
in a position to it relevant to his
own life and the life going on
around him. Teachers may help

a student through that change,
they can advise and guide, but
they cannot make that change.
They cannot preach and they can
not offer prefabricated answers
or "accepted" solutions to prob
lems the student meets in academ
ic life. The administration cannot,
Brian V. Lillis
on the one hand, maintain the the student body hails Fr. Georges
blinders of paternalism and mis Bissonette as he assumes the Pres
appropriated parochialism, nor idency of Assumption College.
can they be liberals in bad faith Just as this ceremony today tells
saying that absolutely everything us that there is a man who will
is acceptable. But they must lis have great power in the defini
ten and realize that what is being tion of this college's future so
said is important, that students too, there are students here with
are the purpose for which a school a power to be used in articulat
exists, and - that only when a
ing that definition. The student
healthy diversity exists, a com body then stands ready to both
municable dialogue, can academ cooperate and to challenge. It is
ic community be achieved. It is hoped that as this school reaches
foolish to think that one can have for its future the necessary chan
a situation in which everything ges can take place in a spirit of
must be agreed upon, where some cooperation and understanding.
one faction assumes that it holds We not only owe this to one an
the truth and must be adhered to, other but to the hopes of what
and then strive for or claim to we know this institution can be
have an academic community. come.
This is the community of desert
In this spirit, as President ofthe
plants and graveyards. We all have student body, I congratulate Fr.
the responsibility to strive for Georges Bissonette on his Inaug
something more than that.
uration as twelfth President of
It is this spirit of optimism that Assumption College.
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Renovation Of Zipp's Proposed;
Plans For Student Union Formed

The principle topic of discus
sion at the April 30th meeting of
the Student Government Associ
ation was the proposed trans
formation of Zipp's snack bar in
to a Student Union.
In view of the rough measure
ments given (estimated area of the
snack bar was thought to be about three times the size of the
coffee house) and keeping in line
with Massachusetts fire regula
tions, the members of the S.G.A.
arrived at a very general model.
The present classroom behind
Zipp's (G05) will be used as the

future snack bar area. It was agreed hat the curtain extending
the length of the present snack
bar and table area be left intact
for easy accessability to heating
ducts located behind it. However,
some type of wall panelling, meas
uring from the floor to the middle
of the curtain, was agreed upon.
Of the three remaining walls, two
will be panelled and the third
(which will block out the heating
pipes) will be composed of brick.
Doors were situated, a carpet
decided upon, and couches, tab
les, and suspended ceiling lights

Grants Awarded
For S t u d y A b r o a c

were also discussed. The S.G.A.
decided to keep the design as bas
ic as possible so as to have the
advantage of making later addi
tions if needed.
The project will be jointly fin
anced by the Student Govern
ment Association, the adminis
tration, and Zipp's. Construction
is expected to begin this summer
and will hopefully be completed
by the beginning of the fall sem
ester of 1969.
At the close of the meeting, the
plan looked something like this:
See Below

(Continued from page 1)
ernment Full Grants and U.S.
Government Travel Grants.
A full award will provide a
grantee with tuition, main
tenance for one academic year in
one country, round-trip transpor
tation, health and accident in
surance and an incidental allow
ance.
Application forms and informa
tion for the students currently en
rolled in Assumption College (or
university) may be obtained from
the campus Fulbright Adviser,
Prof. John Dufault. The dead
line for filing applications through
the Fulbright Adviser on this
campus is Oct. 15, 1969.

Protest
(Continued from page 1)
Deans.
Late Thursday evening S.G.A.
Officers prepared a "fact sheet"
and "position paper," both of
which were distributed to the
entire student body on Friday
morning. The "position paper"
again called for student support
for the Meier proposal, spe
cifically in the form of "lining
the halls of Kennedy building"
on Tuesday morning.
In response to Lillis' request,
more than 150 students were
present on May 13th when the
Faculty Senate voted over
whelmingly to approve the Meier
resolution.

VISIT
HIGHLAND
PHARMACY

104 Highland Street
FOR PRESCRIPTIONS

PHONE 756-0954
Worcester, Mass.
Opposite Friendly's

Drama Review
— — — B y James Gallant—•
ful acting and direction is re
An entertaining evening of
quired to bring out both aspects.
modern French drama was pre
Les Societaires (the group's
sented May 6 and 7 by students
theatrical name) gave the play
in Mr. Plasse's French theatre
the benefit of their exceptional
216 course. Playing to a large,
acting ability and grasp of the
receptive audience in the Maison
french wit.
auditorium, the troupe presented
Robert Daughters of Holy Cross
the American premieres of Eu
gave a humorous portrayal of Le
gene Ionesco's Le Tableau and
Gros Monsieur, an arrogant, slobAlbert Camus' Les Justes.
bish businessman with artistic
Le Tableau, their first piece,
interests. He connivingly pur
was certainly a demanding work
chases a painting from a young
to produce successfully. Ionesco's
artist and ends up charging him
situations and characters are of
rent for it. After the artist leaves,
the comic-absurd vein and skillthe businessman assumes an
artistic role, transforming his ugly
sister Alice, a neighbor, and then
the young artist into • objets d'art.
His only wish is that he could do
the same for himself.
, ; The acting is impeccable. Mr.
Daughters gives a magnificent
characterization and is delight
fully gros as the businessman.
Tom Walsh '69 and Marguerite
St. Jean of the Grad school were
comic and bright in their parts
of the young artist and thefrumpy
old sister, respectively. Harriet
Lohnes as the neighbor was plain
hillar JUS.
Th< highlight of the evening
was a production of Les Justes,
Campus' drama probing the
morality of revolution. Set in
pre-revolutionary Russia of the
early 1900's, the story concerns
Kaliayev, a young member of a
radical socialist group planning
to assasinate the Grand Duke.
Keliayev is chosen to bomb the
' duke^s. carriage,. but" .refuses .'to
throw it when he sees the chil
dren of the duke inside. His
desire not to cause unneeded suf
fering sparks criticism from the
group, but his lover, Dora, de
fends his sincerity. His second
attempt is a success; the Grand
Duke is killed and he is jailed.
Visited by the Grand Duchess
and the Chief of Police, he re
fuses their offers of granting him
life if he divulges his friends'
case, he felt that "administrators
names. He dies in the name of a
should get their contracts asearly
'just' assasination and preserves
as, if not earlier than, the faculty
his ideals.
(March or April)."
The sensitivity and idealism of
Four members of the senate,
Kaliayev are brought out by Wil
Henry Rudio, Bro. Brian Beneliam White of Holy Cross, who
stad, and Frs. Alexis Babineau
gives a rare, touching perform
and Georges Bissonnette, abstain
ance. His lover, Dora, is played
ed during the roll call vote on the
by a different actress in each act.
motion.
This novel approach is successful
The new committee met late
in bringing out different aspects
Tuesday with the president and
of her character. Grad students
was scheduled to meet again Wed
Mary Doonan, Marguerite St.
nesday. No definite report on its
Jean, Gilda Murdock and Harriet
progress was available as the
Lohnes were each successful in
Provocateur went to press, but
their portrayal, adding greatly to
Philip Poisson, chairman, did say
the production.
Other roles,
that the meetings seemed to be
especially Martin Walsh as the
progressing well. Other members
police chief, were well done.
of the committee include Fr.
Les Societaries has the pro
Normand Paulhus and Paul Mcfessionalism, talent, and strength
Gonigle, William Rotondi and
of any acting group in the Wor
Lawrence Riordan.
cester area.

Students Applaud Faculty Vote
(Continued from Page 1)
Some 150 students filled the
hall outside the meeting room
(K-116) to support the resolution
as President Bissonnette then ad
dressed the more than 60 faculty
members inside. A loud applause
sounded when S.G.A. president
Brian Lillis told the students
that the motion had carried at
the end of the meeting.
I'm happy, President Bisson
nette began, to have a chance so
soon after my Inaugural address
to put my words into effect. "I
have said that my administration
is dedicated to the pursuit of an
academic community ...and I am
therefore willing to re-open this
question."
When Donald Isaac, Associate
Professor of Psychology asked if
there were any chance of having

DO NOT BUY A CAR STEREO
BEFORE SEEING OUR STUDENT SPECIAL
DIRECT FROM IMPORTER - FOR DETAILS
WRITE

MEISTER-AUTO-STEREO,
P.O. Box 872, Pittsfield, Mass. 01201

the decision rescinded, the presi
dent answered that while he dis
liked using the word 'rescind,'
he was willing to discuss the rea
sons behind the decision with the
committee. "I would be less than
sincere if I wasn't open to your
suggestions," he added. "I have
to be willingto change my mind."
Many faculty members broke into
a brief applause here.
Lawrence Riordan, Dean of Ad
missions, then spoke in favor of
the motion. He said that the two
deans in question have the longest
continuous service in the admin
istration — longer than anyone else
there now (ten years for Letendre
and nine for Ryan). "These men
should have been given at least
one year's notice . . ."
Riordan is a member of the
Committee for a Co-ordinate Col
lege which had forseen the hiring
of another person for the Dean of
Student's office. The committee
was reportedly told by other ad
ministrators that this appoint
ment would have to be made to
the Academic Dean's office.
Continuing, Riordan expressed
concern about the late date used
for negotiating administrative
contracts (usually May or June).
In view of the Ryan-Letendre
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Paul Goodman's Epistles to the American
By Dr. Michael True
(Author's Note: Paul Goodman's
lieve that we will allow our
Community of Scholars (1962) and
selves to be exterminated; now
the companion volume in the pa
as then the sentence goes, "No
perback edition (Random House,
body can be that stupid." But
$1.45), Compulsory Miseducation
no one, including the academy
(1964) have been the basis for two
— the college and university
interesting discussions among As
pork-barrell — does anything to
sumption undergraduates. First,
prevent it.
during freshman orientation in the
fall, 1966, and second, at a recent The problem of the schools, close
meeting of the Philosophy Club; ly related to our corporate and
the following review, with exam human irresponsibility, contri
ples of the abuses described by bute as he says, to the "moral
Goodman applied to an as yet un ambiguity of America."
G o o d m a n ' s educationalchal
identified college community, is
the text of an address, accompan lenge, therefore, is a moral one,
ied by psychadelic sights and a call of a revolutionary spirit:
sounds and given on the evening "Be not conformed to this eon,
of December 15, 1967. Perhaps but be transformed in the new
one should take some hope from ness of your mind, that you may
the fact that at least two of the discern what is good and accept
problems described in this theore able and perfect." (Romans, XII,
tical college have been somewhat 2) It is prompted by a strong
alleviated here at Assumption. commitment to things that make
There has been some minor tink a difference in the academic com
ering with the monkish curricu munity, to "method" in teaching
lum and the undergraduate col and learning about science, art,
lege becomes co-educational in the and theology, so that the stu
fall. But our wicked past contin dent and teacher will learn that
ues to haunt us, and there re the college, the community of
main many old and some new scholars, is about something.
anti - intellectual and inhuman
Goodman's voice in The Com
practices that need correcting.) munity of Scholars, as in Grow
ing Up Absurd and Compulsory
Paul Goodman's Epistles to the Miseducation, is the voice of the
Americans, Chapter I, Verse I: teacher, a preachy but enlighten
The Community of Scholars in
ed Romantic, "a kind of juvenile
Review
delinquent, a little Manfred," as
I
he has said:
Like St. Paul in his Epistles
But I move in a society so de
to the Romans (which are, in part,
void of ordinary reality that I
a debate on justification by faith)
am continually s t o p p i n g to
Paul Goodman in The Community
teach good sense, to give sup
of Scholars issues a challenge of a
port, to help out, as a young
new and different law. In the name
gangster might help an old lady
of a tradition, he argues: that the
across the street on his way to
groves of academe have gone to
the stick-up. So I cut quite a
seed — faculty first, students sec
respectable figure, though on
ond, administration always. "All
the pious and boring side. When
have gone astray together; they
the Devil quotes Scriptures, it's
have become worthless ... Their
not, really, to deceive, but sim
throat is an open sepulchre; with
ply that the masses are so ignor
their tongues they have dealt de
ant of theology that somebody
ceitfully .... The feet are swift to
has to teach them the elemen
shed blood; destruction and mis
tary texts before he can seduce
ery are in their ways. And the
them.
path of peace they have not
Religion and seduction belong
known." (Romans 111.12,13 15to the same world, in Goodman's
17.)
view — both are meant to be pleas
Applying this evaluation more urable, and not mutually exclu
recently to politics, Goodman de sive. He chastizes compulsory mis
scribes how present governmental education because he sees it as
policy in all areas continues on a
preparing man for the very unjoycollision course.
ful seduction by the deadly, ra
As in Germany thirty years ago, ther than by the lively and joy
people say that no one could be ous. He views the degree factory

as pessimistically as ]. P. Donleavy's hero, in The Saddest Sum
mer of Samuel does, who spoke of
the "dust, just dust, of his own
(college) degree .... You think it
will change your brain and instead
it ties a tag there, seals a label
over the eyes till you go stumb
ling towards a wall all around you,
standing there unable to taste the
flavour of a peach or squeal at
orgasm time." Now obviously, the
ordinary educationist may not see
the immediate relationship be
tween response to need, to desire,
and an enjoyment of the most bas
ic pull of man toward happiness
here and now, is the proper and
most sensible beginning to the
good life: physical, intellectual,
and moral.
II
Let me suggest the principal
theme and review the essential
preoccupations of G o o d m a n ' s
Community of Scholars more di
rectly by describing a hypotheti
cal situation. (Three autographed
picture holy-cards of St. Hereticus to anyone who guesses the
model.)
Let's pretend that once upon a
time there was a community made
up of approximately 1,000 people;
in this community there are 700
males between the ages of 17 and
22, that these males are from, by
and large, the 80th percentile of
student from high schools in an
industrial environment and that
they are paying (or someone is
paying them) $3,000 a year in or
der to learn in such an environ
ment. Also in this community of
1,000 persons, there are a hun
dred or so people, ranging in age
from 22 to 72, with the median
around 40, who in one way or
another have made it known that
they can teach what these young
want to learn. Now on the sub
ject of what these young men need
to know there is much debate,
but most people would say that
the young men need to learn to
live in a very complex, two-sexed,
heavily technological, and urban
environment. There is even some
question as to whether or not this
world will continue to exist. Cer
tainly it will change radically —
some of these young men may live
eventually on another planet;
most of them may die in an atomic
blast within twenty years. The

skills that they need to survive
are many, but most assuredly the
one skill is the need to think
through carefully, in the midst of
a variety of alternatives, what
kind of world or non-world, they
want to live in.
The list of academic courses
that these young men choose from
and the experience that they will
participate in during four years
of pseudo - intellectual harrassment are rather limited. The cur
riculum is, by and large, a hang
over from the Middle Ages or
at least the Renaissance, and the
method of teaching is probably
no different at all from that used
in the 17th century — this in spite
of the fact that the media for in
struction available are unlimited
and the difference between the
world of the Middle Ages, or even
of Edwardian age, is almost im
measurable.
Furthermore, the
people teaching them are experts
in practically no area of knowl
edge, even in the areas they teach.
They are not recognized profes
sionals in their own disciplines be
yond the confines of the campus;
most of their experience, in fact,
is confined to the same dreary
classroom which they now inhab
it — it is the only environment,
by and large, that they know and
the only one in which they have
ever shown any spark of talent.
Unfortunately, it will not be the
working environment of most of
the young men in front of them, so
that most of what the teachers
say is useless. Yet at almost every
step of the way these elders tell
the young men what they
SHOULD be interested in.
The curriculum, for example, is
so devised, so controlled that the
young men choose in only five or
six cases what they will study.
They are already soused to having
decisions about what they dolike
and what they should like made
for them (after all they've been in
systems like this one since they
were five, anyway) that they have
forgotten what they really feel or
desire. (Most of them, fortunately,
still want women or men or mas
turbation alone or in groups —
these desires are so strong that
they haven't been destroyed; but
the elders have told them that they
shouldn't and religion has implied

they'll burn in hell if they do pi
sue sexual pleasure so they don
trust their ability to act respons
bly or humanely if they do get
volved, intimately, with a notin
person or give serious attentionli
their own most basic needs.)
These young persons are ij
ant politically — this is partis
larly sad since the tribe that
grow up in still recognizes pol
tics as a significant device for
ganizations, as a method of survi
al and power. Yet the elders whoi
these young men live with for fou
years are, by an large, not even it'
terestedin politics: theyhavenev
er run for public office; they can
not even organize themselves e
fectively in order to get work don
that all of them agree is essentia
III
The formal instruction is t#
theoretical, too far removed froi
the life that the younger men WL
confront when they leave the cam
pus to be much help in solvii
the most pressing social problems
Some graduates wisely, becausei
the limitations of their talent, g
into teaching and repeat the san
pattern of educated uselessnei
that they have been subjected t«
perpetuating a curriculum that
barely reflects the most basic pre
occupations of contemporary cui
ture and fails to develop any po»
ers of discrimination, other tha
those within the strict confines!
a second-hand culture.
Worse, the thousand-man con
munity at large has little soui
base for making an evaluation!
criticism of society; too many pen
pie in its confines remain quit
ignorant of the most elemental;
operations of a city and its sub
urbs; how governmental policy
changed on the local, state, orm
tional level; how a college is rui
how a book is published; how
movie is made. Intelligent, but in
effectual, the community exert
practically no public influence,
never speaks as a community t
criticize the local newspaper, ft
example, which is abnominablt
or the low caliber of local enta
tainment or culture. It nevi
speaks out as a group on a refa
endum. It is by and large ignore
by the city, and the state, andc«
tainly by the world outside. It re
sembles nothing so much as a it
Continued p. 3 Col. 2
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